International Application No.: PCT/EP2003/009150 

International Filing Date: August 19, 2003 

Page: 2 

AMENDMENTS TO THE SPECIFICATION : 

Please insert the following text (A) through (E): 

(A) Please insert the following headings and paragraph at Page 1, line 4 of the Application-as- 
filed, immediately preceeding the first fiiU paragraph: 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 

This application is being filed under Rule L371 as a National Stage Application 
of hitemational Application No. PCT/EP2003/009150 filed August 19, 2003, which 
claims priority to parent German Patent Application No. 102 39 442.3 filed August 28, 
2002. The parent application, German Patent Application No. 102 39 442.3 and 
associated international application are both hereby incorporated by reference herein in 
their entirety. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

(B) Please insert the following heading at Page 1, line 8 of the Application-as-filed, 
immediately preceeding the second fiiU paragraph: 



BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 



International Application No.: PCT/EP2003/009150 

International Filing Date: August 19, 2003 

Page: 3 



(C) Please insert the following heading on Page 3, line 17 of the Application-as-filed, 
immediately preceeding the second full paragraph: 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

(D) Please insert the following heading at Page 3, line 24, immediately preceeding the third 
full paragraph: 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 
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(E) Please enter the following Abstract beginning at Page 12, line 1 of the Application-as 
filed: 

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

Modified cellulose ethers are obtainable by admixing cellulose ethers having free OH 
groups with chemical compounds containing at least one aldehyde group and at least one acid 
group, and then reacting the acid groups and the aldehyde groups with the free OH groups of the 
cellulose ethers. The cellulose ethers modified in this way are distinguished by an improved 
lump-free stirrability into water and a solvation delay which can be adjusted in a targeted 
manner. 



